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To learn more about our field trips, scan the QR ﬁ#
code (or visit https://centralillinoisinsects.org/) @...:!-.‘,.

You can also find us at https://ourbugclub.net

We are proud to announce the beginning of another season of meetings of the Entomology Section.
Our main goal is to encourage participation in the study of the insect world around us. This is accomplished
through field trips, educational programs, sharing experiences, insect collecting, and photography.
https://centralillinoisinsects.orq/ and https://www.facebook.com/groups/central.illinois.insects

Meetings are usually field trips on the third Saturday of every month (Sunday at 1 p.m. if inclement
weather on Saturday). If you are interested in knowing more about the group, please feel free to join us at
one of our meetings. If you want to continue as an annual dues paying member in our not-for-profit group,
please send $10.00 ($20.00 for a family) payable to Peoria Academy of Science C/O Mark DuBois at P.O.
Box 584, Washington, IL 61571. [You can call for more information (309) 360-1514]

Our 2026 tentative agenda includes these planned field trips and related outreach events. We will also
conduct periodic “pop-up” trips during the warmer months. Members also receive a text message with details

about all these trips.

Monthly Activity

FEB. — Planning Meeting

MAR - Bennett's
Terraqueous
Gardens

APR — Earth Day
Celebration

Date/ Time (Meeting Location)

Sat. 21" at 9:00 am (meet at U of | Extension Office, Pekin)

Sat 21°' at 9:00 am (meet at Mark’s home - 116 Burton St., Washington).
We will gather and carpool/ caravan to East Peoria [3382-3478
Access Rd 6, East Peoria] We should arrive before 9:30 for those
going directly to the gardens.

Optional event — Sat 14™ Gardener’s Big Day (Cuba High School) 8 a.m. —
1 p.m. Mark will be promoting our entomology section. Stop by if you
are in the area.

Outreach event — Sat 28™ Mark will be presenting a 4-H workshop on
insect collecting in Pekin.

Sat 18™ at 11:00 am (meet at Forest Park Nature Center, 5809 N Forest
Park Dr, Peoria Heights) [Note time change]

Outreach event — Mark will be presenting “Bugs under water” as part of the
Clean Water Celebration at the Peoria Civic Center. April 20

Optional event — Connor is coordinating the City Nature Challenge
discussed at our planning meeting. Those using iNaturalist are
encouraged to help out. April 24 - 27

Optional event — Dixon Waterfowl Refuge will be participating in a mini-
bioblitz from April 26 from 9 until noon. Mark will be advising.
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MAY — Merwin Preserve

JUNE - Volo Bog
[tentative]

JULY - Vermillon River
Walk

AUG — Dirksen Park

SEPT - Jubilee State
Park (potluck and night
observing)

OCT - Tawny Oaks

NOV — Show and Tell

DEC — No Meeting
(Happy Holidays!)

JAN (2027)

Sat 16™ at 9:00 am (meet at Mark’s home - 116 Burton St., Washington).
We will gather and carpool/ caravan to the west gate entrance
[25777 N 1925 East Rd, Lexington] We should arrive by 10 a.m. for
those going directly to the preserve.

Sat 20™ at 9:00 am (meet at Mark’s home - 116 Burton St., Washington).
We will gather and carpool/ caravan to the bog [28478 Brandenburg
Road, Ingleside] [Note — this is a tentative trip; it will take roughly 3
hours to drive there; we may provide the option for overnight stays at
motels of your choosing. For those so choosing, we may also visit
Pistakee Bog Nature Preserve nearby].

Outreach event — Pollinator Day at Best Buds Garen Center June 27 (10 —
noon). Mark will be discussing pollinators.

Sat 18™ at 9:00 am (meet at Mark’s home - 116 Burton St., Washington).
We will gather and carpool/ caravan to the site [near 2236 IL-178,
Oglesby]. If the river is too high, we will visit nearby Matthiessen
State Park.

Outreach event — Mark will be discussing insects at the Conservation
Connection at Wildlife Prairie Park at 10 am. July 11

Outreach event — Mark will be leading a night insect observing session at
Wildlife Prairie Park starting at 7 p.m. July 24

Sat 16™ at 9:00 am (meet at 116 Burton St., Washington). We will gather
and carpool/ caravan to the site [Everett McKinley Dirksen Park,
JC46 + Route 92, Pekin]. We should arrive about 9:45 for those
driving directly to the site.

Outreach event — Mark will be leading a night insect observing session at
Forest Park Nature Center starting at 7 p.m. August 29

Sat 19™ at 5:00 pm (meet at Jubilee State Park, Prairie Lane)
[Note time change]

Outreach event — Mark will be discussing insects at the Central lllinois
Master Naturalist training in Pekin. September 28

Sat 24™ at 9:00 am (meet at 12029 Hickory Grove Rd., Dunlap). We will
meet and carpool/ caravan to the site [715 W Singing Woods Rd,
Edelstein]. We should arrive before 9:30 for those driving directly to
the site.

Sat 21°' at 9:00 am (meet at 1505 Valle Vista Blvd., Pekin). This is at the
U of | Extension Office.

See you at our January 16, 2027 planning meeting at 9 a.m. (meet at 1505
Valle Vista Blvd., Pekin). This is at the U of | Extension Office.
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